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dynamic characters which distinguish it."1 Now let us fix upon
two important stages in human development, that of the new-
born babe and that of the mature adult, and let us consider, of
course in a very general way, what factors must have entered
into the process of development that has gone on between what
we brought with us into this world, and what greeted us when
we got there; between what we owe to heredity and what we
t>we to environment; between what comes to us by "nature"
and what comes to us by " nurture." By " nature" is here meant
all that has been passed on to us by our parents; and by
"nurture" is meant all that makes the difference between a
well-fed child and a starveling, between a child provided with
the toys and pictures to be found in a nursery or a nursery
school, and a child who spends his time in the streets and
gutters; between a child brought up in a big city and one
brought up in a secluded farmhouse. Out of this distinction
between nature and nurture there arise a multitude of questions
which we cannot discuss heref Which of them, for example, is
the more important for the individual? A high authority
declares, as the result of statistical inquiry, that" it is five to ten
times as profitable for a child to be bora of parents of sound
physique and of brisk orderly mentality as for a child to be
born and nurtured in a good physical environment."2 How-
ever that may be, the fact remains that as good an environment
as possible ought to be provided for whatever hereditary
endowment, favourable or otherwise, any individual possesses.
A school, for example, is a special kind of environment set up
for that very purpose.
Stages of    The object of the present chapter is to give a
development   general view of human development. Obviously
we cannot here go into considerable detail as
regards either the physical or the mental side of development.
1 A. Gesell, Mental Growth of the Pre-School Child, p. 24.
* Karl Pearson, quoted by 1 A. Thomson in What is Man?, p. 141.